
2026 Annual G20 Interfaith Forum  •  www.g20interfaith.org  •  Page 1 

2026 G20 INTERFAITH FORUM 

Resilient Hope, Shared Future 

October 15–17, 2026 | Salt Lake City, Utah  

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 
Historic Tabernacle at Temple Square 

Morning Hosted tours of local cultural sites (optional) 

2:30 PM Tabernacle Doors Open 

3:30–5:00 PM Peacemaking through Disagreeing Better 
“Unity does not mean thinking alike; unity means acting together.” 

– Constitutional Scholar Yuval Levin 

In an era marked by rising contempt and hyper-partisanship, the pursuit of peacemaking has become 
a vital necessity for both religious communities and civic institutions. This Disagree Better-sponsored 
dialogue brings together public and political leaders from across the political spectrum to explore 
healthy conflict not as mere civility, but as a crucial civic skill that strengthens democracy, rebuilds 
trust, and reduces polarization. 

Drawing on the profound experiential depth of the panel, from the legacy of nonviolent frameworks 
for culture change, to global humanitarian efforts, and national initiatives for political deescalation, 
this session highlights how faith-informed views and religious values cultivate civic cohesion and 
pluralism. By modeling constructive engagement across deep differences, the discussion 
demonstrates that leaders can advocate passionately for their convictions while treating others with 
fundamental respect and dignity. How can faith communities and public leaders collaborate to 
overcome division, rebuild institutional trust, and promote peacemaking as a shared civic good? 

Moderator: 
Sarah Jane Weaver – Editor, Deseret News 
Speakers: 
Governor Spencer Cox – Governor of Utah 
Governor David Beasley – Breaking Bread Together; Former Governor of South Carolina 
Martin Luther King III – Humanitarian and Civic Leader; Ambassador for Global Human Rights 

 The Jewish–Muslim Declaration of Fraternity in Faith 
If learning to disagree better enables us to live together despite our differences, what would it mean 
to go further, to allow our distinct identities to become sources of blessing in our relationships? 

The Jewish–Muslim Declaration of Fraternity in Faith is the fruit of a years-long journey undertaken 
by Jewish and Muslim religious leaders seeking to build a new paradigm for interreligious relations. 
Its vision moves beyond tolerance as a response to hatred, and beyond coexistence as the peaceful 
management of difference. Instead, it offers a positive narrative of shared story, mutual responsibility, 
and “co-elevation”, a relationship in which faithfulness to our own traditions inspires us to honor, 
support, and elevate one another. 

Deeply rooted in the sacred sources of Judaism and Islam, the Declaration affirms that religious 
identity need not be a source of division, but can become a source of connection, partnership, and 
blessing. While emerging from the Jewish–Muslim encounter, it offers a model for relationships 
among religions, and among distinct identities more broadly: not erasing difference, but transforming 
it into the foundation for deeper solidarity and joint action. 
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Participants: 
Rabbi Dr. Aharon Ariel Lavi – Chief Executive Officer, The Jerusalem Interfaith Center 
Rabbi Dr. Yakov Nagen – President, The Jerusalem Interfaith Center 
Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz – President & Dean, Valley Beit Midrash 
Rabbanit Adena Berkowitz – Scholar in Residence, Kol HaNeshamah NYC 
Eli Ovits – Founder, Altruists 
Imam Dr. Talib Shareef – President, International Coalition for Peace and Reconciliation; Masjid 
Muhammad, The Nation’s Mosque 
Muslim Shakir – Special Assistant, Masjid Muhammad, The Nation’s Mosque / Int’l Coalition for 
Peace and Reconciliation 
Imam Rashad Abdul-Rahmaan – Director, The Institute of Qur'an Study and Leadership 

7:00 PM Tabernacle Open to Guests for the Opening Ceremony 

7:30–9:00 PM Opening Ceremony and Welcome Concert by the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square 
Welcome 
President Michael O. Leavitt – The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square, Former United States 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, Former Governor of the State of Utah 
Prayer 
The Right Reverend Alastair Redfern – Former Bishop of Derby and Former Member of the House 
of Lords, United Kingdom; Assistant Bishop, Dioceses of Bath and Wells and Salisbury, Church of 
England; Chair, The Clewer Initiative 
Guest of Honor and Opening Keynote 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa – Secretary General, Muslim World League 
Speaker 
Archbishop Gabriele Caccia – Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America, Holy See – 
Delivering a Message on Behalf of the Holy See 
Host 
President Dallin H. Oaks – President, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, United 
States 
Musical Number 
The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square ............................................................................... Look Up 
Speakers 
Professor W. Cole Durham – President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Professor Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Musical Number 
The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square .......................... Thou Gracious God Whose Mercies Lend 
Speaker 
His Virtue Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazadeh – Chairman, Caucasus Muslims Board 
Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon – Elder Metropolitan of Chalcedon, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, Türkiye 
Musical Number 
The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square .......................................... I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
Speakers 
Pujya Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati – Secretary-General, Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, India 
Rabbi Mark Dratch – Executive VP Emeritus of Rabbinical Council of America; Chair of International 
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) 
Musical Number 
The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square .............................................................. Peace Like a River 
Speakers 
Dr. Francis Kuria Kagema – Secretary General, Religions for Peace 
Musical Number 
The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square ....................................................... Come, Come Ye Saints 
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Prayer 
Lord Russell Rook – Partner, Good Faith Partnership; House of Lords 

9:05 PM Group Photo 

9:15 PM Bus to Lodgings 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 
University of Utah Institute of Religion 

8:30–10:00 AM Plenary 1: Unleashing Human Potential for the Common Good 
“The Lord will grant you abundant prosperity” (Deuteronomy 28:11–12) 
“The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which 
grows seven spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He 
wills.” Quran 2.261 

The juxtaposition of abundant riches and stunning progress in human welfare, alongside stubborn 
poverty and suffering, is a core challenge for faith teachers and those who practice religion. The 
2026 G20 agenda traces paths towards prosperity through unleashing creative and entrepreneurial 
energy. Faith communities savor action to enhance the quality of lives, confident that prosperity can 
and must serve the Common Good, sharing balance and equity as core objectives. The shared 
concern across religious traditions for “those left behind,” a continuing IF20 imperative, demands that 
economic policies focus sharply on causes of inequality that range from broad socio-political systems 
to life realities in communities and families. Faith, wisdom and experience contribute to G20 action 
agendas both to unleash potential for human flourishing and to assure that safety nets work for the 
benefit of all. How can the G20 and faith communities act to ensure support for entrepreneurship, 
effective measures to address unsustainable debt burdens, and needed social protection. 

Welcome Addresses 
President W. Cole Durham & Vice President Katherine Marshall 
Moderator: 
Timothy Stratford – Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling LLP 
Keynote Address: 
Ambassador Jamieson Greer – United States Trade Representative 
Speakers: 
Dr. Kim Tan – Co-Founder, Transformational Business Network Alliance 
Dr. Vinya Ariyaratne – President, Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement 
Mr. Eric LeCompte – Executive Director, Jubilee USA Network 
Mr. Kevin Hyland OBE – CEO, SMI 
Ms. Anne Simmons-Benton – Chair, Women20 USA 

10:00–10:30 AM Break & Refreshments 

10:30–11:45 AM Plenary 2: Deadline 2030: Extending G20 Horizons 
Progress towards human flourishing is expanding on many fronts. Better human health stands both 
as a stunning modern achievement and as witness to the deep integration of faith and contemporary 
science. Likewise, even a century ago universal literacy seemed a distant dream, yet today it is 
shared across societies as an imperative. Global governance now sets specific objectives grounded 
in what we appreciate is a fragile consensus about goals and how to achieve them. The IF20’s 
experience over 12 years highlights the interwoven ethical and practical demands across the sectors 
that stand to fulfill promised human flourishing, notably peace, prosperity, and care for the planet. As 
we focus on the 2030 deadline for the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, what lies on the more 
distant horizon? 

Moderator: 
Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi – Executive Director, Network for Religious and Traditional Peacemakers 
Keynotes Addresses: 
The Honorable Scott Morrison AC – 30th Prime Minister of Australia 
Professor Melissa Rogers – Distinguished Scholar in Faith, Law, and Public Policy, Wake Forest 
University School of Divinity 
Speakers: 
Professor Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
His Excellency Professor Dr. Abdul Mu’ti – Minister of Primary and Secondary Education of the 
Republic of Indonesia 
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Dr. Esben Lunde Larsen – Senior One Health Specialist, The Pandemic Fund at the World Bank 
Reverend Dr. David Beckmann – President Emeritus, Bread for the World 
Mrs. Elissa McConkie Gifford – Director, Humanitarian Services, Welfare and Self-Reliance 
Services; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Mr. Steve Messeh – Director, Center for Faith; USDA 

11:45 AM–1:00 PM Lunch 

1:00–2:15 PM Faith in Action: Concurrent Sessions Series A 

1. Preventing Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery (HTMS) 
Plenary Hall / Concurrent Room 1 
The exponential growth of HTMS in the 21st century is an affront to humankind. Despite enactment 
of dozens of global instruments and scores of national laws, nowhere is effective action being taken 
to significantly curtail or end HTMS. Globally, government funding remains minuscule; coordination 
among intelligence, enforcement, and policy agencies is haphazard; enforcement of existing law and 
policy is not taken seriously; and collaboration among countries is nonexistent. Accordingly, the sale 
of human beings is good business, and international crime reaps estimated revenues of $356 Billion 
a year with little risk of prosecution. From the perspective of the global faith community, HTMS is a 
moral tragedy no less than a policy disaster. In 2026, the IF20 once again calls on G20 nations to 
provide funding and organize more effectively to fight HTMS; preventing HTMS depends on 
enforcement tools and policy authority that governments alone can wield. This year’s IF20 will bring 
together actors from many fronts in the war against HTMS. It will highlight initiatives in the faith 
community; collaborative work between faiths; a ‘best practices’ report on Utah’s anti-HTMS 
legislation and enforcement efforts, with an eye to making the 2034 Utah Olympics HTMS-free; the 
outlook for harnessing digital resources in the fight against HTMS; and progress being made in the 
development of corporate, global standards that will support human dignity. 

Moderator: 
Dr. Frederick Axelgard – Director of Special Projects for G20 Interfaith Forum Association; Member 
of the Board Praeveni Global 
Speakers: 
The Right Reverend Dr. Bishop Alastair Redfern – Church of England, Founder of the Clew 
Initiative, Formerly of the House of Lords 
Katie Boller Gosewisch – Executive Director, Alliance to End Human Trafficking 
Most Reverend Bishop Brendan Cahill – Catholic Diocese of Joliet, Illinois. Chairman, US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee for Migration 
The Honorable Melissa Garff Ballard – Utah House of Representatives District 20 
Timothy Wren – British Standards Institute; Global Business Leader and President of Consulting 
Services, BSI Group 
Tim Rollins – Founder, JTR Impact Advisory; Cofounder at Section 2 

2. Faith Engagement on Pandemic Prevention and Preparedness 
Concurrent Room 2 
The Pandemic Fund is a major effort to address the recurring tragedies that flow from pandemics 
experienced around the world. This constitutes an area where substantial global resources can be 
unleashed to help solve critical health issues. The session draws on an extensive consultation 
process that aims to engage religious communities more directly in the Fund’s operations. 

Moderators: 
Dr. Esben Larsen – Senior One Health Specialist, The Pandemic Fund at the World Bank 
Doug Fountain – Executive Director, Christian Connections for International Health 
Speakers: 
Affan Cheema – Director of International Programs, Islamic Relief Worldwide 
Robert Hokanson – Senior Manager, Global Priorities, Welfare and Self-Reliances Services; The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Professor Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Rania Elessawi – Social Behavior Change for Primary Healthcare Specialist, UNICEF 
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3. Promoting Freedom of Religion or Belief 
Concurrent Room 3 
Long an axiomatic feature of human rights law, freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) is increasingly 
understood as a key feature of social landscapes that can unlock social capital, contribute to social 
cohesion, and in general, advance the common good. We have more empirical evidence that FoRB 
advances other social goods than ever before. It constitutes a key feature of good governance, 
justice, stabilization of society, and forging peace. It is thus critical to pay attention to the many ways 
that advancing FoRB can contribute to the achievement of other social agendas. 

Moderator: 
Professor W. Cole Durham – President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Speakers: 
Dr. Nicholas Miller – Professor of Law and Religion, Washington Adventist University 
Dr. Allen Hertzke – David Ross Boyd Professor Emeritus, University of Oklahoma 
Michael Swain – Executive Director, Freedom of Religion South Africa (FOR SA) 
Tina Ramirez – President, Hardwired Global 
Eric Rassbach – V.P. and Senior Counsel, The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett – President, Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice 
Dr. Ivo Pereira da Silva – Professor, Universidade Federal do Pará 

4. Faith Engagement on Poverty and Hunger 
Concurrent Room 4 
A pillar of faith traditions from virtually every part of the world is a commitment to feeding the hungry. 
When world leaders approved the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015, they saw addressing 
extreme poverty and hunger as clear priorities. Ending hunger is a tangible and achievable common 
goal, yet much ground has been lost in recent years. The shared commitment to ending hunger adds 
urgency to the myriad programs of religious communities that address food security and to the goal 
of ensuring that progress picks up speed through advocacy, example, and support, notably through 
the Global Alliance Against Hunger. This session will highlight both faith teachings and actions to 
make clear how far goals are aligned and point to areas where tighter integration could be beneficial. 

Moderator: 
Imam Mohamed Hag Magid – Executive Religious Director (Imam), All Dulles Area Muslim Society 
(ADAMS) Center 
Speakers: 
Ambassador (Rabbi) David Saperstein – Senior Advisor for Policy, Union for Reform Judaism 
Rev. Dr. David Beckmann – President Emeritus, Bread for the World 
Luisa Banchoff – Program Associate, World Faiths Development Dialogue 
Professor Rodrigo Alves – Professor, Federal University of Uberlandia 
Dr. Vinya Ariyaratne – President, Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement 

5. Preventing and Addressing Gender Based Violence 
Concurrent Room 5 
Gender based violence (GBV) violates human rights protected by international instruments and 
conventions. GBV can and should be a criminal act in national laws and policies. The term “gender 
based violence” is often used interchangeably with the terms “violence against women” and “sexual 
and gender-based violence,” which emphasize the gender components of these acts and the 
relationship between the woman’s subordinate position in society and, consequently, increased 
vulnerability to violence. GBV is often underreported. It includes sexual violence, domestic violence, 
harmful traditional practices, (e.g. female genital mutilation, honor crimes, widow inheritance), forced 
and early marriage, and trafficking, with variations across cultures, countries and regions. GBV has 
been identified in humanitarian settings, conflict situations, refugee/displacement camps, and other 
sensitive environs. The session will explore multidisciplinary, multisectoral best practices to prevent 
and respond to GBV. 

Moderator: 
Audrey Kitagawa – President & Founder, International Academy for Multicultural Cooperation 
Speakers: 
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Karen Volker – Executive Director, United Religions Initiative 
Liliana Olvera-Arbon – Executive Director, Utah Coalition Against Sexual Assault 
Anne Simmons-Benton – Chair, Women20 USA 
Tia Oros Peters – Chief Executive Officer, Seventh Generation Fund for Indigenous Peoples 

6. Linking International Educational Initiatives to G20 Priorities 
Concurrent Room 6 
Education holds the key to solving many of the world’s most challenging problems, including tensions 
linked to intergroup relations. Its role in building critical skills vital to social development and growth is 
widely recognized. There is a need for focused attention on identifying areas where education can 
have particularly beneficial effects. 

Moderator: 
Heather Staker – President, Guide School 
Speakers: 
Elder Robert C. Gay – Emeritus General Authority Seventy, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints 
Todd Miner – Vice President, Global Engagement and Operations; BYU-Pathway Worldwide 
Lindsey Williams – Director of Career Development, BYU Pathway Worldwide 
Dr. Juvenal Balisasa – Education Associate Director, General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists 

7. The Abrahamic Family: Shared Values, Deep Roots, Joint Action 
Concurrent Room 7 
In an increasingly fragile world, how can religious identity become a source of connection instead of 
polarization? Join us for a follow-up discussion on the Jewish–Muslim Declaration of Fraternity that 
takes a broader approach and looks at the Abrahamic Family as a whole. Through a panel 
discussion, joint study of sacred texts, and a call to action, this session brings Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam into conversation to explore our intertwined stories and deepen ties between our 
communities. By learning from one another and encountering shared values expressed in different 
forms and languages, we can deepen our understanding of our own traditions while honoring each 
tradition’s distinctiveness. Beginning with the Abrahamic family, we will explore a model of belonging 
and partnership that can extend to a wider circle of religious communities, embracing the diversity of 
humanity’s faith traditions and translating this vision into joint action. 

Moderator: 
Rabbanit Adena Berkowitz – Scholar in Residence, Kol HaNeshamah NYC 
Speakers: 
Rabbi Dr. Aharon Ariel Lavi – Chief Executive Officer, The Jerusalem Interfaith Center 
Rabbi Dr. Yakov Nagen – President, The Jerusalem Interfaith Center 
Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz – President & Dean, Valley Beit Midrash 
Imam Dr. Talib Shareef – President; International Coalition for Peace and Reconciliation / The 
Nation’s Mosque 
Muslim Shakir – Special Assistant, Masjid Muhammad, The Nation’s Mosque / Int’l Coalition for 
Peace and Reconciliation 
Imam Rashad Rahmaan – Director, Institute of Qur'an Study and Leadership 

2:15–2:45 PM Break 

2:45–4:00 PM Faith in Action: Concurrent Sessions Series B 

1. Priority to Addressing Disabilities: Treating Clubfoot 
Plenary Hall / Concurrent Room 1 
Congenital clubfoot is one of the WHO recognized leading causes of musculoskeletal disability in 
children worldwide. Most cases can be successfully corrected during infancy using the Ponseti 
Method, the globally recognized gold-standard treatment. This minimally invasive approach uses a 
series of gentle manipulations and plaster casts over approximately six to eight weeks, followed by 
bracing to help prevent relapse. Despite the effectiveness of this treatment, an estimated 200,000 
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children are born with clubfoot each year, many without access to appropriate care. This session will 
explore ongoing efforts to make the Ponseti Method available to every child in need, featuring 
experts from Shriners Hospitals for Children, Clubfoot Solutions, CURE Clubfoot India, Rotary 
International, and the Ponseti International Association. 

Moderators: 
Martin Egbert – Advisory Board Member, Ponseti International Association, University of Iowa 
Health Care 
Allyson Egbert – Director, Allymar; President, Las Vegas Alliance for Religious Freedom and 
Human Dignity 
Speakers: 
Ann Parker – Administrative Assistant, Rotary Action Group for Clubfoot 
Dr. George Santhosh – Founding Director, CURE India 
Todd Becker – Executive Director, Clubfoot Solutions Inc. 
Dr. Theressa Henessey – General Pediatric Orthopaedics, Shriners Hospital for Children 
Dr. Monica Nogueira – Orthopaedic Surgeon, Ponseti International Association 

2. Faith Approaches to Mental Health Challenges 
Concurrent Room 2 
Mental health is neither solely a medical challenge nor solely a spiritual one. Improving mental health 
globally requires continued scientific discovery, effective prevention, and excellent clinical care. It 
also requires trusted communities that foster meaning, belonging, dignity, hope, resilience, and 
pathways to care. Faith communities reach billions of people worldwide and are often among the first 
places individuals and families turn during periods of suffering. They should not substitute for 
professional mental health care, but they can be powerful partners in promoting well-being, reducing 
stigma, recognizing distress, strengthening social connection, and helping people access appropriate 
care. This session will explore how science, healthcare, faith communities, and governments can 
work together to improve mental health and human flourishing, with particular attention to 
approaches that could be adapted and scaled across G20 nations. 

Moderator: 
David Huntsman – President and CEO, Huntsman Family Foundation 
Speakers: 
Dr. Bob Carter, MD, PhD – Chief Executive Officer, University of Utah Health; Neurosurgeon and 
Brain Researcher 
Dr. Elizabeta Kitanovic – Professor of Ecumenism & Christian Confessions; CEO, Founder, Institut 
de Théologie Orthodoxe - Apôtre Paul; Facta est Lux — Human Rights Institute; Chief Executive 
Officer, IF20-Europe 
Dr. Diana Rayes – Initiative on Faith, Trust, and Health; Georgetown University 

3. Beyond Dialogue: Religion, Peace, and the Next Generation of Peacemakers 
Concurrent Room 3 
Peace is not formally on the G20's agenda, yet nothing on that agenda is untouched by conflict—and 
religious communities are present wherever conflict is incited, prevented, mediated, or repaired. 
Young people of faith bear much of the cost of conflict and much of the work of rebuilding, yet they 
are seldom trained as peacebuilders, seldom given standing in formal processes, and seldom 
equipped with the cross-cultural religious literacy this work demands. This conversation, led by 
ACWAY youth fellows and peace practitioners, showcases successful examples of youth-led 
peacebuilding and explores how to move beyond dialogue alone toward collaboration, community 
action, and meaningful civic impact. As societies navigate polarization, technological change, and 
declining social trust, what does it take to equip the next generation of faith and interfaith leaders and 
what partnerships will be needed to build a stronger, more action-oriented ecosystem for emerging 
peacebuilders? 

Moderator: 
Dr. Liliya Khasanova – Executive Director, A Common Word Among the Youth (ACWAY) 
Speakers: 
Professor James Patton – Associate Professor of Professional Practice, Utah State University 
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Professor Andrew Reed – Richard L. Evans Chair of Religious Understanding, Brigham Young 
University 
Riley Barton – Program Officer, A Common Word Among Youth (ACWAY) 
Sara Rahim – Trustee, A Common Word Among Youth (ACWAY) 

4. Educational Initiatives for Social Cohesion 
Concurrent Room 4 
A major emerging area of educational expertise involves cross-cultural religious literacy (CCRL). The 
session will discuss successful programs that have trained both teachers and pupils in this field, with 
positive results. Other programs designed to strengthen critical reasoning skills are also exemplary. 
The session will focus on successful experience and programs in this area and prospects within the 
G20 context for adapting the CCRL approach in other places. 

Moderator: 
Heather Staker – President, Guide School 
Speakers: 
Matius Ho – Executive Director, Leimena Institute 
Maria Lucia Uribe Torres – Executive Director, Arigatou International Geneva 
Amaarah DeCuir – Associate Professor, American University 
Dr. Ravan Hasanov – International Expert on Multiculturalism 

5. Policy and Program Improvement through Systematic Evaluation: Tools for IF20 
Partners 
Concurrent Room 5 
Influencing international policy requires clear evidence of impact. Today’s G20 climate demands data 
confirmation. Faith organizations can best demonstrate positive effects through accurate, well-
planned evaluations. To support IF20 partners, this presentation provides tools and examples for 
conducting world-class impact evaluation, including a new app, a comprehensive model, and a case 
example. These resources will help faith initiatives to achieve improved program outcomes and 
expand their influence on global policy. 

Moderator: 
Parker Gardner – Impact Measurement Task Force Vice Chair, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Speakers: 
Professor Timothy B. Smith – Professor, Brigham Young University 
Brook Schaefermeyer – BYU Educational Inquiry, Measurement, and Evaluation PhD Candidate; 
Measure Team, BYU Ballard Center for Social Impact 
Jenna Boden – Student, BYU MPA Program 
Abigail Morgan – Faith Team, BYU Ballard Center for Social Impact 
Chayton Dalby – Homelessness Team; BYU Ballard Center for Social Impact 

6. Learning from G20 Interfaith Forums in South Africa 
Concurrent Room 6 
This session will highlight experience and issues from past G20 Interfaith Forums, drawing on 
insights and topics that they deem particularly relevant as the G20 Interfaith Process moves forward. 

Moderator(s): 
Michael Swain – Executive Director, Freedom of Religion South Africa (FOR SA) 
Sandile Makasi – Communication Director of South Africa Area Office, The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 
Speakers: 
Dr. Sylvia Mmamohapi Pheto – Member, CRL Rights Commission 
Professor Maniraj Sukdaven – Professor, University of Pretoria 

4:00–4:30 PM Break 

4:30–6:00 PM Service Project 
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6:00–7:15 PM Dinner 

7:30–9:00 PM Evening Plenary 

Olympics and Interfaith 
The Olympic and Paralympic Games bring together the nations of the world in a peaceful celebration 
of sport and exceptional athlete performances. In a fragmented world, the Games can bring unity. 
Under the umbrella of the Games, we have the opportunity to communicate values and important 
themes to the world. Utah 2034, the host for the 2034 Olympic and Paralympic Games, has the 
ambition to bring the world together and to share a few important themes in our effort to do our part 
in making the world a better place. 

Moderator: 
Ruth Todd – Executive Vice President and Chief Content Officer, Bonneville International 
Cooperation 
Speakers: 
Fraser Bullock – President and Executive Chair, Organizing Committee for the 2034 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games 
Noelle Pikus Pace – Olympic Medalist, Best Selling Author, Leadership Consultant; Inspire Higher 
Peter Vidmar – Olympic Medalist; Vice President, Northern Trust 

Faith and Higher Education 
The challenges confronting higher education today have also brought renewed attention to the 
distinctive contributions of faith-based universities, including their focus on character development 
and service. At a time when students face a crisis of meaning, faith-based institutions seek to 
combine rigorous academics with spiritual and religious practices. They pursue different kinds of 
research questions that are often overlooked in the rest of higher education. This conversation, 
featuring Dr. Linda Livingstone (President of Baylor University), Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Naimi 
(Chairman of the Board of Directors, Doha International Center for Interfaith Dialogue (DICID) and 
Undersecretary, Ministry of Education and Higher Education, State of Qatar), and Dr. Shane Reese 
(President of Brigham Young University) seeks to explore the unique missions of faith-based 
colleges and universities and their contributions to the world. 

Moderator: 
Ruth Todd – Executive Vice President and Chief Content Officer, Bonneville International 
Cooperation 
Speakers: 
President Linda Livingstone – President, Baylor University 
President C. Shane Reese – President, Brigham Young University 
Professor Ibrahim Saleh Al-Naimi – Chairman of the Board of Directors, Doha International Center 
for Interfaith Dialogue, Qatar 

Performance 
BYU Indonesia Gamelan Orchestra 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON AT A GLANCE 
Main Program, University of Utah Institute of Religion  |  Full session descriptions and speakers appear above. 

1:00–2:15 PM Concurrent Sessions • Series A 

2:15–2:45 PM Break 

2:45–4:00 PM Concurrent Sessions • Series B 

4:00–4:30 PM Break 

4:30–6:00 PM Service Project 

6:00–7:15 PM Dinner 

OFF-SITE AT THE CAPITOL 
Friday, October 16  |  Board Room, Utah State Capitol  |  Invitation-only program  |  Co-sponsored by IF20 and the Sutherland Institute 

1:30–1:50 PM Welcome and Introduction 

1:50–3:00 PM Middle Eastern and Eurasian Perspectives 

3:00–3:30 PM Break 

3:30–5:00 PM African Perspectives 

5:00–5:45 PM Capitol Tour 

OFF-SITE PROGRAM • UTAH STATE CAPITOL 
Special Capitol Session of the G20 Interfaith Forum (“IF20”) • Co-Sponsored by the IF20 and the Sutherland Institute • Board Room, 
Utah State Capitol • 1:30–5:00 p.m. 

Religious Organizations and Furtherance of the Common Good: African, Middle Eastern, and 
Eurasian Perspectives 

The fact that the United States is 2026 host country for the G20 process has led to this year’s annual G20 Interfaith Forum 
being held in Salt Lake City on October 15-17. This will involve a number of invitation-only events being held at various 
locations in the Salt Lake City community. One of these is a side event scheduled for Friday afternoon, October 16, from 1:30 
to 5:00 pm to be co-hosted by the Sutherland Institute. 

The side event will draw on the expertise of officials with varying responsibilities for political and religious affairs from Africa, 
the Middle East, and Eurasia. Sessions will be organized regionally to provide opportunities for sharing regional perspectives 
on how government officials can work together with religious leaders from differing communities to find effective ways to 
further the common good. Opportunity for interaction with Utah governmental leaders on these themes will be provided. 

1:30–1:50 PM Welcome and Introduction 
President Stuart Adams – Utah State Senate 
Utah experience facilitating productive interaction between religious communities and political institutions. 

1:50–3:00 PM Middle Eastern and Eurasian Perspectives 
Moderator: 
President Stuart Adams – Utah State Senate 
Speakers: 
H.E. Dr. Muzaffar Kamilov – Advisor to the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Religious 
and Educational Affairs, Rector of the International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan 
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H.E. Ramin Mammadov – Chairman of the State Committee on Affairs with Religious Associations 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Grant Mufti Abdulaziz Zakirov – Head of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kyrgyzstan 
H.E. Talantbek Tashybekov – Chairman of the National Agency for Religious Affairs and Interethnic 
Relations under the President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Mr. Mohamed Bahr – Director of Strategic Planning, Muslim Council of Elders 
H.E. Al-Mahfoudh Bin Bayyah – Secretary General Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace 

3:00–3:30 PM Break 

3:30–5:00 PM African Perspectives 
Moderator: 
Katrina Lantos Swett 
Speakers: 
H.E. Omar Ahmed Wais – Second Vice President of the National Assembly of the Republic of 
Djibouti 
H.E. Ambassador Abderrahim Kadmiri – Acting Executive Secretary, Community of Sahel-
Saharan States (CEN-SAD) 
Dr. Djim Ousmane Dramé – Director of Religious Affairs and Integration of Arabic-Language 
Graduates, Presidency of the Republic of Senegal 
Mrs. Hazel Dixon – Regional Desk Officer for NGO, Social and Economic Issues, African Union 
Commission 
Fr. Dr. Emerick Louison Mbila – Catholic Chaplain to the African Union Commission 
Michael Swain – Executive Director, Freedom of Religion South Africa (FOR SA) 

5:00–5:45 PM Capitol Tour 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 
Morning and afternoon at the University of Utah Institute of Religion 

8:30–8:45 AM Summary of Previous Day 
Professor Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Association 

8:45–10:00 AM Plenary 4: Technology for Good: Is AI a Modern Miracle or an Existential Threat? 
Discussions in religious and secular settings rarely fail to focus on the practical and ethical 
repercussions of rapid changes and the deep penetration of technology in our lives. Religious 
community concerns include both impact on religious and spiritual life and the broader ethical 
challenges involved. One of the G20 USA’s priorities for 2026 is to pioneer innovation in AI and 
emerging technologies. This session will explore faith perspectives on AI systems from a variety of 
religious traditions. 

Moderator: 
Dr. Medlir Mema – Director, AI Ethics and Governance Institute 
Keynote Speaker: 
Elder Gerrit W. Gong – Apostle, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Panel: 
Ambassador Lamia Mekhemar – Former Egyptian Ambassador to the Holy See, Former Chef de 
Cabinet to Egypt's First Lady 
Dr. DZ Kalman – Fellow, Berkman Klein Center; Shalom Hartman Institute 
Dr. Tomicah Tilleman – CEO, Pro-Human AI Coalition 
Ambassador Muhammadou Kah – Ambassador of the Republic of Gambia to the Swiss Federation 

10:00–10:30 AM Break 

10:30–11:45 AM Plenary 5: Energy Needs and Building Peace: Challenges Facing the G20 
This plenary session will focus on the G20’s roles in addressing the related issues of security, energy 
needs, and building peaceful societies: how and where religious actions can contribute ideas and 
practical experience? Recent conflicts highlight the elaborate webs that connect so many of today’s 
most urgent problems: economic growth, climate change and broader environmental issues, food 
security, world trade, and perhaps most significant, world peace. Many religious communities view 
human flourishing and "care for our common home" (Pope Francis) as a shared concern. For many 
impoverished countries affordable energy is a priority for development. Faith traditions have 
considerable capacity to engage constructively, including in the G20 context, extending beyond 
abstract religious ideals about peace, security, and prosperity to practical policy. Questions to 
address include: What principles should inform national and international policy in a world where both 
energy security and concern for the vulnerable are worthy ideals? Is a long-term green agenda 
compatible with a greater short- and medium-term focus on energy abundance? How do these 
issues link to broader global and religious concerns for peace? And how can the G20 Interfaith 
Forum contribute to dialogue and engagement on these critical global issues? 

Moderator: 
Professor Peter Mandaville – Senior Fellow, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs, 
Georgetown University 
Video Presentation: 
H.E. Dr. Mohammed bin Said Al Maamari – Minister of Endowments and Religious Affairs, 
Sultanate of Oman 
Speakers: 
The Honorable Scott Morrison AC – 30th Prime Minister of Australia 
Professor Husna Ahmad OBE PhD – CEO, Global One 2015 
Professor Azza Karam – President, Lead Integrity; Professor Diplomacy and World Affairs & 
Director of UN Program, Occidental College 
Ambassador Amr Aljowaily – Director of Citizens and diaspora Directorate, African Union 
Commission 
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11:45 AM–12:15 PM Break 

12:15–1:15 PM Faith in Action: Concurrent Sessions Series C 

1. AI Innovation and Human Dignity 
Plenary Hall / Concurrent Room 1 
AI design and deployment should be guided by foundational ethical principles that prioritize human 
rights, wellbeing, and data privacy. In this session, the current best practices for prioritizing human 
dignity in AI development will be discussed. They include: (1) establishing measurable benchmarks 
for safety and fairness; (2) creating curricula for children, parents, and faith leaders to build digital 
literacy; (3) advocating legislation that protects privacy, labor rights, and democratic processes; (4) 
addressing chatbot harms to youth through regulation and education; (5) using judicial remedies to 
redress AI-related harms; and (6) embedding ethical principles into system design from the outset. 

Moderator: 
Dr. Marianna Richardson – Director of Communications, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Speakers: 
Margaret Busse – Commissioner, Utah Dept. of Commerce 
Professor David Wingate – Professor of Computer Science, Brigham Young University 
Van Lindberg – Partner, Process Mechanics 
Reverend Dr. Marian Edmonds-Allen – Founder, FaithWise 

2. Looking Ahead: Health and Children 
Concurrent Room 2 
This session will look ahead to the 2026 and 2027 G20 Summits and related global initiatives, with a 
focus on two critical and interrelated priorities for human welfare: children and health. Leaders across 
sectors share what may be today’s most universally shared goal: the hope that children everywhere 
can thrive. Religious leaders aim to work together with states and others to protect and nurture 
children. The approaching November Second Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence 
Against Children in Manila seeks clear plans and firm commitments to this end. During the COVID 19 
pandemic and, today, as global leaders face new challenges from Ebola, religious communities have 
played critical, if often underappreciated roles, but these extend far beyond pandemic response. 
Achieving universal health demands cooperation and inclusive and creative collaboration. G20 
Interfaith networks are actively engaged in this process, notably through two Lancet Commissions 
focused on faith health partnerships. Drawing on these experiences, we will explore what a 2027 
goal of “Thrive beyond Five” might involve at different levels, beginning with the family and 
community and extending to national and global policies and approaches. 

Moderator: 
Professor Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Speakers: 
Dr. Diana Rayes – Program Director of Initiative on Faith, Trust, and Health, Georgetown University 
Maria Lucia Uribe Torres – Executive Director, Arigatou International Geneva 
Angelique Mutombo – Senior Program Officer, Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi – Executive Director, Network for Religious and Traditional Peacemakers 
Veena O'Sullivan – Director of IF20 UK, Good Faith Partnership 

3. Hope from the Ground Up: Faith Communities and a Planet in Crisis 
Concurrent Room 3 
Amid rising geopolitical tensions, cost-of-living pressures, and the influence of right-wing populist 
movements, a number of G20 governments have, in the past two years, meaningfully scaled back 
their climate commitments, defunded environmental programs, or prioritized fossil fuel development 
over renewable energy. Recognizing that the G20 agenda impacts people in every country, these 
developments warrant heightened alarm in light of the ever accelerating polycrisis of climate change, 
biodiversity loss, and resource depletion and scarcity. Yet there is reason for hope. Despite the shift 
in G20 priorities, local governments and communities continue to act, and faith communities are 
engaged. The role of faith-based actors and religious groups can range from initiating ideas and 
leading projects to providing support in the form of people, funds, or influence. This session will 
consider existing local community projects with faith-based input, as well as mechanisms for local 
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governments to engage religious leaders and faith-based organizations to address local climate and 
environmental concerns. The session will also ask whether these projects can be scaled to the 
national or international level and how local projects influence the G20 agenda, particularly as it 
affects the most vulnerable. 

Moderator: 
Reverend Fletcher Harper – Executive Director, GreenFaith 
Speakers: 
Kristian Noll – Knowledge Exchange and Impact Manager, International Inequalities Institute, The 
London School of Economics and Political Science 
Reverend Dr. Rebecca Edwards – Climate Policy Manager, Texas Impact 
Rick Twelves – Sustainability Office Consultant, Presiding Bishopric Office, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Darren Parry – Former Chairman of the Shoshone Nation 
Video Message: 
Dr. Manulani Aluli Meyer – Associate Specialist of Student Affairs, University of Hawai'i-West O'ahu 
Campus 

4. How Faith Actors Respond to Disasters: Integrating First Responders in Preparedness 
and Response 
Concurrent Room 4 
Communities, nation states, and transnational institutions face rising demands to respond to a wide 
array of crises and disasters, whether floods, droughts, earthquakes, or disruptions linked to violent 
conflicts. The demands include prevention, preparation, response, and recovery, and in virtually 
every instance religious communities and institutions are involved, often as those who respond first 
and remain long after international attention moves to the next crisis. Yet their roles are rarely 
recognized as primary actors at the tables where decisions are made on policy, planning, and 
resource allocation. With rising demands for action to address and mitigate both climate change and 
conflicts, as well as disrupted development, religious communities play key roles at each level. This 
session will highlight the state of play for religious responses, drawing on specific cases and 
purposeful institutions, looking to ways to integrate experience in response systems in more creative 
and meaningful ways. 

Moderator: 
Dr. Judd Birdsall – Assistant Professor of the Practice, Georgetown University 
Speakers: 
Debra Boudreaux – Chief International Affairs Officer, Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 
Ambassador Michael Veuthey – Ambassador to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, 
Sovereign Order of Malta 
Steven Dobb – Manager of Emergency Response, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

5. Faith and Media 
Concurrent Room 5 
A particular concern for religious leaders and interfaith groups is the long-term impact of media on 
future generations. In this session, panelists will discuss the effect of media on faith, especially 
focusing on youth. Mental health issues, feelings of isolation, an inability to socialize, and cyber-
bullying are all issues youth deal with today. The focus of the discussion will be on encouraging 
humans to flourish in a world filled with media and technology. 

Moderator: 
Professor Rodrigo Alves – Director, Brazilian Center of Studies in Law and Religion 
Speakers: 
Dr. Elizabeta Kitanovic – Professor of Ecumenism & Christian Confessions; CEO, Founder, Institut 
de Théologie Orthodoxe - Apôtre Paul; Facta est Lux — Human Rights Institute; Chief Executive 
Officer, IF20-Europe 
Christina Tobias-Nahi – Director of Communications, ICNA Relief 
Angela Redding – Executive Director, Radiant Foundation 
Dr. Tonya Amankwatia – Head, AI 2030 Institute 
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1:15–2:30 PM Lunch 

2:30–3:00 PM Bus to Cathedral of the Madeleine 

3:30–5:00 PM Closing Ceremony: Closing Remarks and Musical Numbers by the Cathedral Choir 
At Cathedral of the Madeleine 
Musical Number 
The Cathedral Choir at the Cathedral of the Madeleine .......................................................... Prelude 
Welcome 
Father Christopher Gray – Rector, Cathedral of the Madeleine 
Prayer 
Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo – Chancellor Emeritus, Pontifical Academy of Sciences 
Musical Number 
The Cathedral Choir at the Cathedral of the Madeleine 
Elders and Young Leaders Panel 
Moderated by Katherine Marshall – Vice President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Musical Number 
The Cathedral Choir at the Cathedral of the Madeleine 
Speakers 
H.E. Cheikhna Al Mahfoudh Bin Bayyah – Secretary General, Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace 
President Taylor Randall – President, University of Utah 
Musical Number 
The Cathedral Choir at the Cathedral of the Madeleine 
Speakers 
Dr Sam Rushworth – Member of Parliament, House of Commons (United Kingdom) 
Professor W. Cole Durham – President, G20 Interfaith Forum Association 
Prayer 
Elder Adrian Bettridge – Managing Partner, Baringa 

Evening BYU vs. Notre Dame Football Game Broadcast (with Snacks) 
University of Utah Impact & Prosperity Epicenter 

 


